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ACGC BASEBALL

UILDING OFF THE

ACGC BASEBALL ROSTER(In no partlcular order) Tommy Skram Tegan Slaybaugh Chase SIaybaugh Noah Kading, Blaize Dorsey Lane Strlnger Jackson Pfrang Ryne Noland , Jonny Kadlng
Bunde, Andrew Mahaffey, Xander Harwood, Sayer Bireline-Huss, Brandon Carlson, Ryan Martens, Colton Clark, Kinnick Froehlich, Morgun Nolte, Taytum Bates and Ben Franzeen

small things right. Rundowns, bunt

Focusing on the details will becoverages, executing with runners
the key for ACGC this season.in scoring position, simple small

BY CYOTE WILLIAMS

The wins will come inthe mar -
gins this season, according to Head
Coach Taylor Morris. With a few
games already under their belt, it’s
clear to Morris what the Chargers
will need to focus on in 2024.

“We've played two games already
and played OK. Small things cost
us the games; we've got to do the

things we need to work on. That’s

going to allow us to be successful.
We want to be in the top half of the
conference,” Morris said.

Several of ACGC's key players
are just now getting into the fold af
ter making appearances at the lowa
High School State Track and Field
Championships.

“We've had a hectic schedule
with only three practices with ev

eryone there. Focusing strictly on
baseball will help us a lot,” Morris
said. “l always want them to finish
their season, and we take care of
them. A lot of schools our size have
that problem, but it’s a good prob
lem to have’”
ACGC is coming o of a down

year, 7-18, but is returning plenty of
talent. Several seniors and a few

underclassmen are ready to provide

firepower on o0 ense and run-stop
ping on defense.
“Andrew Maha ey on the mound

is someone we lean on. Lance
Bunde is returning here soon; he
was hurt on opening night. Blaize
Dorsey at the plate will be big for
us. Tegan Slaybaugh is our lead
o hitter and our shortstop, starting
pitcher and closer,” Morris said.
ACGC plays in one of the best
baseball conferences in 1A, the

West Central Activities Conference.

When asked what some of their
toughest matchups are going to be
heading into the season, Morris list
ed nearly the entire conference.
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ACGC 2024 BASEBALL

5/20/24t Exira-HHK6
e 5/22/24t Coon Rapids-Bayar8
» 5/28/24s. Ogdeh2-5
e 5/30/24;s. Earlha®-2
e 5/30/24/s. Earlhbm3-6
e 6/3/24at Panorama 5 p.m.

e 6/4/24/s. West Central Valley 7 p.m.
e 6/5/24at Glidden-Ralston 7 p.m.

e 6/6/24at Interstate 35 at 5 p.m.
e 6/6/24at Interstate 35 at 7 p.m.

6/13/24s. Pleasantville 5 p.m.
e 6/13/24s. Pleasantville 7 p.m.
e 6/17/24t Ogden 7 p.m.
e 6/19/24s. Durant 5 p.m.
e 6/19/24s. Durant 7 p.m.
* 6/20/24t Van Meter 5 p.m.
e 6/20/24t Van Meter 7 p.m.

e 6/24/24s. Panorama 7 p.m. (Senior Nigh

» 6/25/24t West Central Valley 7 p.m.
» 6/26/24t Woodward-Granger 7 p.m.

e 6/10/24s. Woodward-Granger 2 p.ms 7/1/24t Des Moines Christian 5 p.m.

e 6/11/24s. Madrid 5 p.m.
e 6/11/24s. Madrid 7 p.m.

“It’'s going to be a tough year in
the WCAC. It's a gauntlet. You're al
ways going to face top-tier arms
and really good lineups. But that
helps us going into the postseason,
Morris said.

“It’s great for the conference, but
not so much fun on a day-to-day
basis when you have to face so
many tough teams.”

The first two teams Morris named
were Des Moines Christian and
Van Meter. He also mentioned that
Woodward-Granger has plenty of
momentum going into this season

e 7/1/24t Des Moines Christian 7 p.m.
e 7/2/2%4t East Union 7:30 p.m.

after their appearance in the state
tournament last season.

“Earlham is sneaky good, and |
think Madrid is going to surprise
some people. I-35 and Pleasantville
didn’'t quite make state last year, but
they were close,” Morris said.

After dropping their first two
games of the season to Exira-EHK
and Coon Rapids-Bayard, it’ll be an
uphill battle for the Chargers. How -
ever, it's a long season, and they’ll
have plenty of time to work on the
aspects of their game that Morris
mentioned. Q
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PANORAMA BASEBALL
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Reilan Boecker, Devon McMunn, Brayden Prescott, Eli Cooper, Jaysen Stagg, Trey Boettcher, Connor Love, Brayden Meinecke, Hunt
Crandall, Joel Cooper, Parker Carey, Brayden Galvan, Latyn Ashworth and Bryce Dawes

freshmen, sophomores or juniors. team this season — and also in the
Panorama baseball looks to Besides Bryce, the next three lead -  future.

rig ht the wrongs of last seasorgrs in batting average for Panorama Some teams rely on one or two
..................................................................... were Hunter Dishman, now a senior,

starting pitchers, but Panorama re -
ceived contributions on the mound
from a wide range of players last

BY CYOTE WILLIAMS

Panorama baseball is coming o
one of its worst seasons in recent
memory at 3-22. There is a silver
lining among the poor results how
ever. A majority of the team’s best
performers from a year ago are re
turning, and two of them will be se
niors.

Without counting freshman Bryce

Dawes, who only had nine at bats
last season (he still hit for an im
pressive .444 batting average), the
Panthers’ best hitters were either

at .302, Brayden Meinecke, now
a sophomore, at .269 and Braylon

Dawes, also now a senior, at .253.

Those three players all lead the
team in RBIs as well, with seven
each. Right behind them was now
sophomore Brayden Galvan, with
SiX.

While those o ensive numbers
aren’t eye-popping, the number of
players returning is. Being able to
go into the 2023-24 season with
as many players returning as Pan
orama has will be important to the

Fie

oun

9
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PANORAMA 2024 BASEBA

» 5/23/24t Pleasant\ille12 e 6/13/24s. Des Moines Christian 7 p.m.
» b5/23/24t Pleasantlille7 e 6/17/24t Madrid 7 p.m.

e 5/28/24s. Madrid W 3-2 e 6/18/24t Saydel 7:30 p.m.

e 5/30/24/s. Van MétkR-1 e 6/20/24s. Earlham 5 p.m.

e 5/30/24s. Van Méte4-4 * 6/20/24s. Earlham 7 p.m.

e 6/3/24/s. ACGC 5 p.m. * 6/24/24t ACGC 7 p.m.

e 6/4/24vs. Ogden 7 p.m. e 6/25/24s. Interstate 355 p.m.

e 6/5/24/s. Martensdale-St Marys 5 p.m.6/25/24/s. Interstate 35 7 p.m.

e 6/6/24at Exira-EHK 7 p.m. e 6/27/24t Ogden 7 p.m.
e 6/10/24t West Central Valley 7 p.m. 7/2/24s. Atlantic 7 p.m.

e 6/11/24s. Woodward-Granger 7 p.ms 7/3/24/s. Southwest Valley 7 p.m. (Senig

e 6/13/24s. Des Moines Christian 5 p.m.Night)

season. freshman season on the mound,
They’ll miss Dane Kemble on the Cary struck out 13 batters in his 22
mound, who led the team in strike - innings pitched.
outs with 19, and other graduate Panorama’s schedule hasn’t been
Braedon Draper, who was third in friendly to them at the start of the
strikeouts with 15. But what they year with cancellations, postpone -
want is wins, all of which came from ments, and facing some sti com -
other pitchers. Dishman started petition. As of press time, their 1-5
the most games last year for Pan - record comes courtesy of teams
orama with 7, recorded two of the all above .500. Not ideal. Playing in
team’s three wins, struck out 17 bat -  one of the toughest conferences in
ters and held a solid ERA of 2.42, by 1A will prove to be a challenge for
far the best on the team going into Panorama this season, but if their
this season. The team’s other win young talent can weather the storm,
came from Parker Cary, who will be the experience and development
a sophomore this year. During his they’ll get will be valuable. Q

WISHING A

SAFE & SUCCESSFUL SE
TO OUR LOCAL ATHLET

Chris Arganbright, Owner
BRYTON Cindy Carstens, agent
INSURANCE > 4HPU :[ . 7H
641-755-2123
DI ACENCY T ST

A

JL
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PHOTO BY MARK RENO

LOCKED AND

SENIORS PLAYING THIS SEASON

Reagan Carney Carley Fagan Mersadez Richter

How ACGC's senior clas
performs will be pivotal
to their success in the
2023-24 season. Their
contributions to the
program last season
were unquestionable,
and their performance
through four games this
season has been more ©
Jenna Rowley Emerson Van Meter  the same.

#10 Reagan Carney’s 20 RBIs were second on the team last season and her .295 batting average was third. How she performs this season will be crucial to ACGC's success.

seniors who have played a lot of ball combined for 60 RBIs alone lastsea - No matter what, we just have to go
ACGC softball is returning its together, expectations are high. And, son, accounting for more than half out there and compete”
best talent from a year ago  importantly, they do a great job of of the team’s total. Van Meter, who All teams within the WCAC have
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ leading,” Van Meter says. “We have started 22 games on the mound last prepared for a season full of di icult
BY CYOTE WILLIAMS great team unity. We have three ju - year for ACGC, struck out 83 bat - games and matchups. ACGC is no
Expectations for the ACGC softball niors and one sophomore we’ll be ters. di erent.
team are much higher this year than starting. We have a lot we want to Van Meter believes a highly pro - “We face three ranked teams early
last year. Coming o of a 7-20 sea - accomplish” ductive season could be onthe ho - on. Van Meter is currently ranked No.
son, the 2023-24 roster is chock full Those seniors are Emerson Van rizon for the Chargers. Despite fin - 1 and finished second last year. I-35
of returning talent, experienced play - Meter, Jenna Rowley, Reagan Car - ishing in the bottom half of the West is ranked in the top 10 and finished
ers, and a group hungry to improve. ney, Mersadez Richter and Car - Central Activities Conference last fourth last year. Earlham is ranked
ACGC will have five seniors on the ley Fagan. Looking at last season, season, he has high hopes. sixth, and they're always good. It'll
roster, all of whom were major con - those are the same names who led “You always want to finish high - be a challenge but one we're ready
tributors during last season’s cam - the team in batting average. Except er in the conference. Early on this for” Van Meter said.
paign. Head Coach Eric Van Meter for Fagan’s 19, all of the players had season, we have a very competi - The Chargers started o their sea -
spoke on who he expects to be their more than 20 hits last season. ACGC tive schedule,” Van Meter said. “Two son with a dominant 9-2 win against
most important producers. is also returning its top five RBl lead - teams we’'ll be facing finished sec - Glidden-Ralston. Getting over that
“All five seniors. With five returning ers. Van Meter, Carney and Rowley ond and fourth in the state last year. first hurdle right out of the gates can
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ACGC 2024 SOFTBALL SCHEDULE

e 5/23/24t Glidden-RaMtor2
e 5/28/24s. Ogdehl-8

e 5/30/24s. Earlhewi3-0

e 5/30/24s. Earlhai®-1

e 6/13/24s. Pleasantville 5:30 p.m.

e 6/13/24s. Pleasantville 7 p.m.

e 6/15/2ACGC Softball Invitational 9:00 a.m.
e 6/17/24t Ogden 7 p.m.

e 6/1/2ANest Central Valley Classic 9:00 &fh9/24t Southwest Valley 5:30 p.m.

e 6/3/24at Panorama 5:30 p.m.

e 6/20/24t Van Meter 5:30 p.m.

e 6/4/24/s. West Central Valley 7 p.m. « 6/20/24t Van Meter 7 p.m.
e 6/6/24at Interstate 35 5:30 p.m.
e 6/6/24at Interstate 35 7:30 p.m.
e 6/10/24s. Woodward-Granger 7 p.m.s 6/25/24t West Central Valley 7 p.m.

e 6/11/24s. Madrid 5:30 p.m.
e 6/11/24s. Madrid 7 p.m.

make it easy to build momentum for
the season. The group of seniors
had their fingerprints all over the vic
tory. Van Meter pitched all seven in
nings and struck out nine batters.
ACGC had six RBIs on the day, with

each senior contributing at least one.

Fagan had two. Four of the seniors
recorded at least one hit. The lone
senior who didn’t, Carney, contrib
uted a sacrifice fly RBI and walked
twice.

“It's always good to set the tone
early on. Sometimes the first win is
the hardest win. Hopefully, now we
can roll into our conference games

e 6/21/24t Woodward-Granger 7 p.m.
e 6/24/24s. Panorama 7 p.m. (Senior Night)

e 7/1/24t Des Moines Christian 5:30 p.m.
e 7/1/24t Des Moines Christian 7 p.m.

with some confidence and get some
wins against conference opponents,’
Van Meter said.

If all things go as planned for
ACGC softball, Van Meter believes
this can be one of the best years in
program history, even despite the
hectic weather conditions at the
start of this season.

“I believe our school record is
around 20 wins. We want to try and
push that. Now that does depend on
how many games get canceled or
postponed. But we want to try to win
more games than we have the last
three seasons,” Van Meter said. Q

BEST OF LUCK TO

ALL OF OUR SUMMER

SPORTS TEAMS!

GCTIMESNEWS.COM
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ESTABLISHING AN

Ava Thompson, Joelyn Roeder, Elah Molloy, Sabrina Huitt, Piper Godwin, Hannah Dishman, Jadyn Lawrence, Bridget White, Hanna Smith and Peyton Walker

means to have a competitive drive to

First-year head coach Ismael get better each day and learn what
Galvan seeks to “build a base'ttitakes to be a solid team Galvan

the 2023-24 season.

BY CYOTE WILLIAMS

Panorama softball hasn’'t experi -

enced a winning season since 2017-
18, but that won't stop new Head
Coach Ismael Galvan from helping
this program reach new heights. The
team won five more games in 2022-
23 than it did the previous year, and
signs are pointing to even more im
provement.

“We are establishing a new cul -
ture here at Panorama gearedto -
ward a new mindset, and | would like
to see this team understand what it

said. “I expect us night in and night
out to give all we have and be a .500
or better softball team this season

Panorama went into this season
without one of its best bats from last
year, Jazmyn Sellers. Her 29 hits led
the team, while her three homeruns
and .558 batting average were both
second best. While they will cer -
tainly miss her o ensive production,
Jazmyn was the team’s only senior,
meaning plenty of firepower is back
in the box.

“I'm excited to see all my players
perform and perform well. It's great
to have the upperclassman | have

with several years of varsity experi
ence. That creates a solid base for
our program,” Galvan said.

So, who are those players?

“‘Junior Arilyan Steenblock and se
niors Lindy Nelson and Jaidyn Sell
ers, as well as sophomores Elah Mol
loy and Ava Thompson, are a few of
those upperclassmen who are play
ing a big role for our team,” Galvan
said.

Those upperclassmen all made
big-time contributions to the Pan -
thers last season. Steenblock hit .317
and started six games on the mound.
Nelson was great on defense, with
a fielding percentage of .912, second
best on the team. Jaidyn, who's com
mitted to play softball in lowa City

next season with the Hawkeyes, de
spite only playing seven games, lead
the team in batting average at .640,
home runs, with four, stolen bases,
with 10, and doubles and triples, two
each.

With those key players returning,
there’s a young crop of talent behind
them ready to learn and produce.

“With those girls, along with
freshmen Jadyn Lawerence, Bridg
et White and four eighth-graders,
we have a strong nucleus to build
around. My four eighth graders,
Andrea Knode, Hannah Dishman,
Emma Walker and Leah Kastner, are
who | moved up. They all will play a
big role this season for our team, and
I am happy to have them on the ros
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PANORAMA 2024 SOFTBALL SCHEDULE

e 5/20/24/s. West Central Va0el2 .
e 5/23/24t Pleasant\ilel3 .
o 5/23/24t Pleasant\ilel3

o 5/24/24s. Manson-NW Wéhk?et1 o
o 5/28/24s. MadWB-5

6/15/20rient-Macksburg Softball
Tournament 9:59 a.m.

6/15/24s. Melcher-Dallas at Orient-
Macksburg 11:45 a.m.

6/13/2¢s. Des Moines Christian 7 p.m.

o 5/29/24s. IKM-Manwifig-11 e 6/15/24s. Murray at Orient-Macksburg 1:15 p.m.
e 5/30/24/s. Van Mét&R-0 e 6/17/24t Madrid 7 p.m.

e 5/30/24s. Van Mé&té-0 e 6/19/24t East Union 5:30 p.m.

e 6/3/24/s. ACGC 5:30 p.m. e 6/21/24t Glidden-Ralston 5 p.m.

e 6/4/24ss. Ogden 5:30 p.m. e 6/24/24t ACGC 7 p.m.

e 6/10/24t West Central Valley 7 p.m.s 6/25/24/s. Interstate 35 5:30 p.m.
e 6/11/24s. Woodward-Granger 7 p.ms 6/25/24/s. Interstate 35 7:30 p.m.
e 6/13/24s. Des Moines Christian 5:30p#/27/24t Ogden 7 p.m.

ter” Galvan said.

With a large group of younger
players, it will take work from the
more experienced players on the
roster to help foster their develop -
ment.

“My seniors, Nelson, Jaidyn and
Bahrenfuss, will play a huge role in
leading this team. Our motto this
season is, ‘build a base, as we are
building a new era of Panorama soft -
ball from the ground up, and those
seniors | mentioned are the ones
leading this young group,” Galvan
said.

Panorama has played five games
already, going 2-3 in that time. They,
like most schools their size, have had
to work around their multisport ath -
letes. But now, with soccer and track
season behind them, the Panthers
can focus on the task at hand.

“The girls have made a great ef -
fort during the first few weeks to be
at both sports, and myself and As -
sistant Coach Thompson appreciate
that. Now that those spring seasons
are over, things have settled down,
and it's just time to play some soft -
ball,” Morris said. Q

Wishing all athletes a

SAFE & FUNSEASON!

GUTHRIE FAMILY
MEDICINE CENTER

Steven R. Bascom, M.
David R. Ahrens, M.D.

. 502 Main St., Guthrie Cente
641-332-2365

r

We salute the hard
work, dedication and
commitment of all the
school teams In their

upcoming seasons.
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- £ £
641-332-2104|www.synergywellness.inft®p N 1st Street, Guthrie Centes$@synergywellness.i

lowa Trenchless is a full-service boring and tunneling company Phone: (641) 755-IOWA (4692)

located in the heart of lowa; servicing customers nationwide. .
Our people are the key to our constant success and the right Fax: (641) 755-4361

. . iowatrenchless.
people to tackle your toughest trenchless installations. wnLiowatrenchiess.com
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