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ACGC BASEBALL

ACGC BASEBALL ROSTER: Front row: Ryne Noland, Sayer Bireline-Huss, Blaize Dorsey, Taytum Bates, Jackson Pfrang, Xander Harwood, Cal Clark 
and Reece Emgarten. Back row: Easton Gettler, Will Skram, Colton Clark, Ben Franzeen, Peyton Policky, Noah Kading, Chase Slaybaugh, Andrew 
Baumert, Joe Fagan and Gavin Steensen.

MCCOOL SEES POTENTIAL IN CHARGER BASEBALL

BY CYOTE WILLIAMS

The ACGC baseball team was better than its 2-23 

record might suggest in 2024. Both of the Chargers’ 

wins came in the West Central Activities Confer-

ence, where they finished at the bottom, but that is 

not the concern of the new head coach, Nick Mc-

Cool. 

McCool has been around the program for several 

years as an assistant and volunteer. ACGC Activities 

Director Taylor Morris stepped down, clearing the 

way for McCool to take the helm. He liked what he 

saw from the program last year.

“We played a lot of teams close at times. Did the 

wins add up? No. But, as the year went on, the bats 

started to get better, and, as the year went on, we 

progressed and we got better. When it came to that 

postseason game, we were right there with Lyn-

nville, who ended up winning a state title. That’s 

kind of how a lot of our games went. If we only 

played five innings, we probably would have been a 

.500 team.

In that postseason game, ACGC was down, 3-4, 

heading into the bottom of the sixth inning against 

a 23-2 Lynnville-Sully squad that would go on to win 

the 1A state title. That’s not the type of performance 

you would not expect from a two-win squad, show-

ing ACGC’s potential on the final day of the season.

ACGC loses three seniors from the 2024 team: 

Tegan Slaybaugh, Lance Bunde and Andrew Ma-

ha�ey. Bunde only featured in one game. Slaybaugh 

New head coach sees pathway for a 

successful program.

was one of the team’s best bats and pitchers, and 

Maha�ey made solid contributions on both o�ense 

and defense. 

The senior class for 2025 is Jathan South, Jackson 

Pfrang, Payton Policky, Noah Kading, Taytum Bates 

and Ben Franzeen. 

By batting average, Noah Kading was ACGC’s 

best hitter with a .360 clip. In the 25 games he 

started, he led the team in hits with 27 and RBIs 

with 14. Kading was also a solid fielder, recording a 

.943 fielding percentage with only four errors on 70 

chances. 

Franzeen started all 25 games and is another of 

the Chargers’ best hitters from 2024. He had 14 hits, 

eight RBIs and one home run while batting .222. 

Franzeen is also one of the team’s best returning 

fielders with a .975 fielding percentage. He had only 

three errors and was second on the team in putouts 

with 117. Franzeen spent 22 and two-thirds innings 

on the mound, recording a team-high 24 strikeouts.

Pfrang also started in all 25 games. He had 13 hits 

and 11 RBIs while batting .197, a mark he will aim to 

improve. Pfrang was solid in the outfield, record-

ing a .938 fielding percentage with just two errors, 

24 putouts and six assists. In eight innings on the 

mound, Pfrang struck out eight batters.

Bates started in 22 games for ACGC. As a catcher, 

Dr. Josh Calmer, D.C.

activehealthsolutions.org
411 E Main Street, Panora 
641-757-2292   

Call today to start 
your health journey. 
641-757-2292

GOOD LUCK ACGC CHARGERS & PANORAMA PANTHERS

Introducing Deep Tissue Laser  

& Radial Pulse Wave Therapy

Chiropractic Care | Fitness Center | Professional Training | Golf Swing Analysis

Patient Focused. Science Driven. Experience the Difference. 
DEEP TISSUE LASER THERAPY

RADIAL PULSE WAVE THER-

COMING SOON!  

GRAND OPENING FOR THE DUB P 

APPAREL RETAIL SHOP!  

to ACGC & Panorama 
SUMMER TEAM SPORTS!

402-310-0206 | wes@dubpapparel.com | 1002 Cameron Pass, Guthrie Center

GOOD LUCK 
GOOD LUCK 
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he was an e�ective fielder. He recorded a .956 field-

ing percentage and had 120 putouts and nine as-

sists. 

Juniors this year are Tommy Skram, Chase Slay-

baugh, Blaize Dorsey and Xander Harwood.

Skram was one of ACGC’s best players as a soph-

omore. He started all 25 games and had the second-

most hits with 21 and knocked in seven RBIs while 

batting .273, fifth-best on the team. Skram was ef-

fective on the base paths, recording a team-high 13 

steals. He recorded a .909 fielding percentage with 

34 putouts and four errors. Skram also saw some 

time on the mound, pitching 13 and two-thirds in-

nings and striking out 13 batters. 

Dorsey returns after starting all 25 games. He had 

13 hits and 11 RBIs, the second most on the team, 

while hitting at a .228 clip. Dorsey recorded a .775 

fielding percentage with 15 putouts and 16 assists. 

Dorsey pitched the most amount of innings for a re-

turning pitcher at 27 and one-third. He had the third-

most strikeouts on the team with 22. 

Slaybaugh started 18 games and played in 24. He 

had seven hits and three RBIs while batting .171. He 

picked up eight stolen bags last year. He also had a 

solid year in the field with a .958 fielding percentage 

and 35 putouts with only two errors. 

Harwood saw limited action, appearing in eight 

games and starting four. He stole three bases during 

his time and recorded zero errors in the outfield. 

The sophomores are a small group with two: Jon-

ny Kading and Colton Clark.

Clark played in 24 games and started 22. He had 

11 hits, 11 RBIs and batted .190. He recorded a .923 

fielding percentage with 18 putouts and six assists 

with just two errors. Clark spent 16 and one-third 

innings on the mound, striking out 19 batters, third 

best among returning pitchers. 

Jonny Kading played in four games, recording a 

hit in one of his two plate appearances. 

Freshmen this season are Ryne Noland and Sayer 

Bireline-Huss. 

Noland is new to the team this season, while 

Bireline-Huss saw some action as an eighth grader, 

playing in four games. In his three innings on the 

mound, he struck out five batters. 

A solid crowd of eighth-graders rounds out the 

roster: Reece Emgarten, William Skram, Andrew 

Baumert, Joseph Fagan, Cal Clark, Gavin Steensen 

and Easton Gettler.

“It’s a good group of kids,” McCool said of the 

eighth-graders. “It’s an athletic group. We’re still a 

little young, and some haven’t seen a lot of varsity 

time there, but I think there are a few of those kids 

that can definitely get some varsity innings.”

McCool takes over a young squad with a lot of 

potential. He is excited to see what he can get out of 

the team this year. 

“We want to do better than we did last year. Our 

thing is, we want to compete. And the goals the 

guys have set are pretty lofty. They want to finish in 

the top half of the conference, which I think is very 

doable for us. We have the capabilities to play really 

good baseball,” McCool said.

McCool provided plenty of reasons as to why 

ACGC baseball fans should be excited to come out to 

the ballfield this summer.

“I’m hoping that they’re going to see a di�erent 

product on the field. The other reason is, our kids 

love the support, and our community is a great one 

for that. As much as we want them to come out, our 

kids would really enjoy them coming out. It should 

be a fun year for us,” McCool said. n

• 5/27/25 vs. Panorama at 7 p.m.

• 5/28/25 vs. Coon Rapids-Bayard at 7 p.m.

• 5/29/25 at Des Moines Christian at 5 p.m.

• 5/29/25 at Des Moines Christian at 7 p.m.

• 5/30/25 vs. Exira-EHK at 5 p.m.

• 6/2/25 at Ogden at 7 p.m. 

• 6/3/25 vs. West Central Valley at 7 p.m.

• 6/5/25 at Griswold at 7:30 p.m.

• 6/9/25 vs. Woodward-Granger at 7 p.m.

• 6/10/25 at Madrid at 7 p.m.  

• 6/11/25 vs. Glidden-Ralston at 5 p.m. 

• 6/12/25 vs. Interstate 35 at 5 p.m. 

• 6/12/25 at Interstate 35 at 7 p.m.

• 6/16/25 at Panorama at 7 p.m. 

• 6/17/25 vs. Ogden at 7 p.m.  

• 6/19/25 vs. Pleasantville at 5 p.m. 

• 6/19/25 vs. Pleasantville at 7 p.m. 

• 6/23/25 at West Central Valley at 7 p.m. 

• 6/24/25 at Woodward-Granger at 7 p.m.

• 6/26/25 at Earlham at 5 p.m. 

• 6/30/25 vs. Madrid at 7 p.m.  

• 7/1/25 vs. Van Meter at 5 p.m. 

• 7/1/25 vs. Van Meter at 7 p.m.

2025 BASEBALL SCHEDULE

Phone: (641) 755-IOWA (4692)

Fax: (641) 755-4361
www.iowatrenchless.com

Iowa Trenchless is a full-service boring and tunneling company 
located in the heart of Iowa; servicing customers nationwide. 
Our people are the key to our constant success and the right 
people to tackle your toughest trenchless installations.
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PANORAMA BASEBALL

PANORAMA BASEBALL ROSTER: Front row: Brayden Galvan, Bryce Dawes, Jaysen Stagg, Brody Steenblock, Blake Buckner, Jaxon Vogel, Weston 
Boecker and Cruz Crandall. Back row: Parker Cary, Adrian Leone, Nolan Sheehy, Braden Bahrenfuss, Mason Meinecke, Devonne Bell, Nate Spencer 
and Brayden Meinecke. Not pictured: Joel Cooper and Eli Cooper.

PANORAMA BASEBALL LOOKS TO 
CONTINUE ITS UPWARD TRAJECTORY 

BY CYOTE WILLIAMS

The Panorama baseball team finished last season 

with a 10-16 record, with the Panthers going 7-12 in 

West Central Activities Conference action. The team’s 

season ended in a close substate loss to Ankeny Chris-

tian, 4-1. This put the Panthers in the bottom half of the 

conference but only two games o� finishing in the top 

half — a huge improvement over last season.

“We were a little bit ahead of schedule with bounc-

ing back in the previous season. We had three wins, 

and we go from three wins to 10 wins. That was maybe 

a little bit bigger jump than we had expected,” Head 

Coach Brian Bahrenfuss said.

A good surprise, nonetheless. Bahrenfuss gives 

credit to how the team’s seniors performed. Braylon 

Dawes and Hunter Dishman led the team in hits and 

batting average. Dishman was also the Panthers’ best 

pitcher, recording five wins and leading the team in 

strikeouts. Mason Carstens featured in all 26 games for 

Panorama and provided a solid bat, reliable defense, 

and two wins on the mound. These players will be dif-

ficult to replace, but with only three players leaving the 

team due to graduation, Panorama is in a solid position 

to make up for their lost production.

“Hunter and Braylon did a good job of taking owner-

ship and leading the way and trying to get everybody 

on the same page of what we’re working toward on 

the season. That helped out tremendously,” Bahrenfuss 

said.

Panorama features two seniors this season, Joel 

Cooper and Jaysen Stagg. 

Cooper was listed as a utility player last season, get-

ting time at first base and at catcher, but mostly as a 

designated hitter. In 23 games, Cooper had nine hits, 

eight RBIs and was walked eight times. His .345 on-

base percentage was the third-highest for returning 

players who played 20 or more games in 2023. Stagg 

only featured in 12 games last season, mainly at second 

A solid class of talented juniors heads 

up a young squad ready to improve 

on last season’s development.

LAKELUMBER.COM

405 East Clay St. Panora

641-755-2385

WITH TRAEGER 

PRODUCTS! 
Available at Lake Lumber

WISHING A 

SAFE & SUCCESSFUL SEASON 

TO OUR LOCAL ATHLETES
Chris Arganbright, Owner

Cindy Carstens, agent

128 W. Main St. • Panora
641-755-2123 

www.brytoninsurance.com
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base, but spent most of his time at the JV. Bahrenfuss 

hopes to see him impact the team this season.

“This year can be a big culmination to a four-year 

career and have a good senior season for him at the 

varsity level,” Bahrenfuss said.

There are four juniors on the roster: Parker Cary, 

Bryce Dawes, Brayden Galvan and Brayden Meinecke. 

Each of them had a major impact last season as sopho-

mores.

Meinecke started in all 26 games for Panorama last 

year. He had 22 hits and his 33 total bases are the most 

of any returning player, a team-high 11 doubles and the 

second-most on the team for RBIs with 14. He was solid 

in the outfield, recording a .875 fielding percentage with 

32 putouts.

Cary is another solid returning bat for the Panthers. 

He played in 24 games. His 20 hits are the second most 

for returning players. He had eight RBIs and batted at 

a .290 clip, best average of all returning players. Cary 

was struck out only seven times last season, the lowest 

among players with 20 or more games. Cary went 0-5 

on the mound but recorded the second-most 17 strike-

outs for returning players. 

Dawes played in all 26 games for Panorama. Despite 

some struggles at the plate, he still batted in six RBIs. 

Dawes was a solid fielder, recording a .812 fielding per-

centage with 22 putouts and 34 assists. Dawes’ impact 

was mainly as a pitcher. He recorded a 2-0 record in 10 

games on the mound. His 29 innings pitched, 22 strike-

outs and 4.34 ERA are the best of returning players. 

Galvan played in 22 games, starting 18. He had 12 

hits, and his .240 batting average is the third-best 

among returning players. Galvan was the Panthers’ 

best fielder last season. He led the team in fielding 

percentage at .987. He recorded only one error in 78 

chances, recording 65 putouts and 12 assists. Galvan 

spent 23 and two-thirds innings on the mound. He had 

the best opponent batting average at .115 and has the 

second-best returning ERA at 4.73.

“We’re looking for the biggest gains out of them and 

to be the leaders would be our group of juniors who 

have been playing since they were freshmen,” Bahren-

fuss said.

The sophomore class, like the senior class, is repre-

sented by two athletes: Eli Cooper and Cruz Crandall. 

Crandall started all 26 games for Panorama as a 

freshman. He had 13 hits and five RBIs. Crandall was 

also an e�ective fielder last season. He has the second-

highest returning fielding percentage at .926. Crandall 

had only four errors in 54 chances with 46 putouts and 

four assists. 

Cooper only featured in one game at the varsity level 

last season. Expect him to see more of the field in 2025.

Freshmen make up the majority of the squad. 

There are nine: Adrian Leone, Brody Steenblock, Nolan 

Sheehy, Jaxon Vogel, Buckner Blake, Braden Bahrenfuss, 

Devonne Bell, Mason Meinecke and Weston Boecker. 

Bahrenfuss is heading up a young squad this sea-

son. A solid group of juniors and a large class of hungry 

freshmen could continue the upward trajectory started 

last season. He says the team is focused on getting bet-

ter every single day. 

“We’re just talking about getting a little bit better, 1% 

each day. By the time we get there, we’ve developed 

the habits necessary to be competitive in the postsea-

son. For us to be successful, like any other baseball 

team, it’s going to be about the guys when they get the 

opportunity to pitch, throw strikes, and eliminate the 

walks. Then, on o�ense, putting the ball in play, putting 

pressure on the defense to make plays, doing those 

things and having that gritty mentality,” Bahrenfuss 

said.  n

• 5/21/25 at Martensdale-St Marys

• 5/23/25 vs. Ankeny Christian

• 5/27/25 at ACGC at 7 p.m.

• 5/29/25 at Pleasantville at 5 p.m.

• 5/29/25 at Pleasantville at 7 p.m.

• 6/2/25vs. Woodward-Granger at 7 p.m.

• 6/3/25at Madrid at 7 p.m.

• 6/5/25vs. Earlham at 5:30 p.m.

• 6/9/25at West Central Valley at 7 p.m.

• 6/10/25 vs. Ogden at 7 p.m.

• 6/12/25 at Van Meter at 5 p.m.

• 6/12/25 at Van Meter at 7 p.m.

• 6/16/25 vs. ACGC at 7 p.m.

• 6/17/25 at Woodward-Granger at 7 p.m.

• 6/19/25 vs. Des Moines Christian at 5 p.m.

• 6/19/25 vs. Des Moines Christian at 7 p.m.

• 6/23/25 vs. opponent-logo Madrid at 7 p.m.

• 6/24/25 vs. West Central Valley at 7 p.m.

• 6/26/25 vs. Exira-EHK at 7 p.m. 

• 6/30/25 at Ogden at 7 p.m.

• 7/1/25 vs. Interstate 35 at 5 p.m.

• 7/1/25 vs. Interstate 35 at 7 p.m.

• 7/2/25 at Atlantic at 7 p.m.

2025 BASEBALL SCHEDULE

Our team is here for you! 

SERVING GUTHRIE COUNTY IN THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:  
ADAIR, GUTHRIE CENTER, PANORA & STUART 

guthriecountyhospital.org 

Josh Strehle, DO  
Family Medicine 

GCH Clinics—Panora 

Cody Silker, DO 

Pediatrics 

GCH Clinics—Guthrie & Stuart 

Austin Boeckman, DO  
Family Medicine 

GCH Clinics—Stuart 

Anuj Wadhwa, MD 

Internal Medicine 

GCH Clinics—Panora 

Sabra Miller, ARNP 

Family Medicine 

GCH Clinics—Stuart 

Regina Barnett, ARNP 

Family Medicine 

GCH Clinics—Adair 

Steph Reinhart, ARNP 

Family Medicine 

GCH Clinics—Guthrie Center 

Renea Kestel, ARNP 

Family Medicine 

GCH Clinics—Panora 
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ACGC SOFTBALL

ACGC SOFTBALL ROSTER: Front row: Kiera Boals, Carrie Downing, Jerzee Huss, Kailee Kautzky, Tessa Slaybaugh, Jacie Baker, Caydence Boals and 
Jayla Hoover. Back row: Camdyn Richter, Olivia Mahaffey, Savannah Akers, Karli Kautzky, Trinity Calhoun, Megan Underwood, Belle Fagan and Paige 
Van Meter.

MERICAL TAKES OVER A PROGRAM 
READY TO GAIN EXPERIENCE

BY CYOTE WILLIAMS

ACGC softball has a new head coach in Tyler Meri-

cal. Merical spent the last two years as an assistant 

coach at Ridgeview High School’s program. This will 

be his first time in charge of a program. 

ACGC went 13-13 overall with a fifth-best 8-12 con-

ference record in the West Central Activities Confer-

ence. ACGC’s season would end against Van Meter 

in the second round of regionals. Any postseason 

defeat is a bummer, but against the eventual state 

championship team that won 40 straight games that 

season, it hurts a bit less. This was a big jump from 

the year before, when ACGC finished the year 7-20. 

The Chargers aim to continue that success, but it 

will be di�icult to do so without last year’s seniors. 

In last year’s Summer Sports Guide, we highlighted 

the team’s impressive senior class, saying the class 

would be integral to its success. Those seniors cer-

tainly pulled through.

Reagan Carney, Jenna Rowley, Mersadez Richter 

or Emerson Van Meter led the Chargers in nearly ev-

ery category: Hits, RBIs, HRs, batting average, fielding 

percentage, or strikeouts, you name it. It will be an 

First-year head coach is in charge of 

a young ACGC squad.

WALKERWELLNESSYALE.COM

Great variety of strength and cardio available in 

a clean, safe environment. Also offering tanning! 

• Tree Removal

• Tree Trimming  

• Dirtwork

• Lot Cleaning 

• Fence Row Clearning

Check us out for lake lots, pasture clearing, or timber clean up, fence row 

clearing, grade work, tree removal & more!

CALL US THIS SUMMER FOR HELP!

BEFORE

AFTER

CUT DOWN THE COMPETITIONCUT DOWN THE COMPETITION

Call for a FREE Estimate! 641-757-1574



GUTHRIE COUNTY SUMMER SPORTS GUIDE 20245 |  PAGE 7A BIG GREEN UMBRELLA MEDIA PUBLICATIONGCTIMESNEWS.COM

uphill battle for ACGC to replace all of that lost pro-

duction, but it is a challenge Merical is taking head 

on.

“It’s very young (the 2025 team). Last year’s group 

had a lot of seniors. This year, we only have three. 

We’re going to have some girls that will get an op-

portunity that haven’t seen the varsity field a whole 

lot. They’ll get a nice opportunity here,” Merical said. 

“I know with the younger group that we have, there 

could be some timidness. The big thing is just trying 

to keep every day aggressive. Come to every day of 

practice, be focused, and be ready to go.”

Those three seniors are Jayla Hoover, Paige Van 

Meter and Belle Fagan. Each of them started at least 

24 games for ACGC last season and will be bringing 

back plenty of experience. Merical says the group has 

done well stepping into the leadership role early in 

the season.

Fagan started all 26 games for ACGC and will be 

the Chargers’ best returning bat. She had 17 hits and 

13 RBIs while batting .250. On defense, she recorded 

an .818 fielding percentage with 18 putouts.

Hoover started in 24 games for the Chargers and 

also provided solid o�ense. She had 13 hits and 10 

RBIs while batting .200. Hoover was one of the team’s 

best infielders last year with a .953 fielding percent-

age, 36 putouts, 45 assists and only four errors on 

85 chances. Emerson Van Meter did the majority of 

pitching for ACGC. Hoover returns as the next most 

experienced pitcher, throwing 22 innings. 

Paige Van Meter started in all 26 games, collect-

ing nine hits, one home run and six RBIs with a .158 

batting average. Paige had a .895 fielding percentage 

last season with 32 putouts and two assists. 

The incoming junior class is Camdyn Richter, Jacie 

Baker, Karli Kautzky, Caydence Boals and Savannah 

Akers. 

Richter was the only sophomore on the team to 

start all 26 games last year. She had six hits and one 

RBI while batting .171. Richter was a solid defender, 

recording a .898 fielding percentage with 17 putouts, 

36 assists and only six errors on 59 chances. Merical 

also points to Richter as a player who has stepped up 

in the o�season.

Boals made one start for the Chargers last year 

but played in 14 games. Baker led the team in steals 

in her 16 games. Kautzky and Akers also saw limited 

playing time, nine and six games, respectively. Each 

of them will have to step into bigger roles this season. 

Olivia Maha�ey is the lone sophomore. 

Kiera Boals and Megan Underwood make up the 

freshman class. Boals made eight appearances as an 

eighth grader. 

Five eighth-graders round out the roster, tying ju-

niors for the largest class on the squad. They are Jer-

zee Huss, Trinity Calhoun, Carrie Downing, Tessa Slay-

baugh and Kailee Kautzky. 

Merical will have a young group in his first head 

coaching stint in a tough WCAC. Reigning state 

champion Van Meter and plenty of others will prove 

to be a challenge. He has a simple message for his 

squad: Be competitive. 

“The thing that I want to make sure that we do is, 

no matter what team we play, that we’re competitive 

and we’re always competing. It doesn’t matter if it’s 

the best in the conference or the worst in the confer-

ence. Whoever we play, we want to make sure that 

we’re competitive every night and every game,” Meri-

cal said.

Merical and his players are excited to get the ball 

rolling this season. He hopes ACGC softball fans are 

excited, too.

“I’m just hoping we bring an exciting brand to soft-

ball that the community can get behind and enjoy. 

We want to be something that not only the school 

but the community can be proud of,” Merical said. n

• 5/27/25 vs. Panorama at 7 p.m.

• 5/29/25 at Des Moines Christian at 5:30 p.m.

• 5/29/25 at Des Moines Christian at 7 p.m.

• 6/2/25 at Ogden at 7 p.m.

• 6/3/25vs. West Central Valley at 7 p.m.

• 6/5/25at Martensdale-St Marys at 7 p.m.

• 6/7/25WCV Classic at 9 a.m.

• 6/9/25vs. Woodward-Granger at 7 p.m.

• 6/10/25 at Madrid at 7 p.m.

• 6/11/25 vs. Glidden-Ralston at 7 p.m.

• 6/16/25 at Panorama at 5:30 p.m.

• 6/17/25 vs. Ogden at 7 p.m.

• 6/19/25 at Pleasantville at 5:30 p.m.

• 6/19/25 vs. Pleasantville at 7 p.m.

• 6/23/25 at West Central Valley at 7 p.m.

• 6/24/25 at Woodward-Granger at 7 p.m.

• 6/26/25 at Earlham at 5:30 p.m.

• 6/30/25 vs. Madrid at 7 p.m.

• 7/1/25vs. Van Meter at 5:30 p.m.

• 7/1/25vs. Van Meter at 7 p.m.

2025 SOFTBALL SCHEDULE

Scan the QR 

code for your 

FREE QUOTE:

www.foxcountertopsdsm.com
10052 Justin Drive Suite A, Urbandale • 515-410-1316 

11415 Centennial Rd, La Vista, NE • 531-466-2526

TWO GREAT 
SHOWROOMS 

in Iowa & Nebraska!
Our a�ention to detail, customer service and reliability is 
what has people coming back and referring their friends.

Good Luck 
Summer 

Athletes!
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PANORAMA SOFTBALL

PANORAMA SOFTBALL ROSTER: Back row: Miley Nolan, Miyah Small, Andrea Knode, Leah Carstens, Bridget White, Leah Kastner, Emma Walker, 
Libby Miller, Alyssa Stanley and Manager Olivia Beaudet. Middle row: Peyton Walker, Elah Molloy, Ava Thompson, Hannah Dishman, Lexi Galvan, Jadyn 
Lawrence and Ines Gimeno Perez. Front row: Faith Recker, Arilynn Steenblock, Bridgette Ewing and Manager Ella Gaffney.

PANORAMA BUILDS A ‘NEXT PLAY, NEXT PITCH’ CULTURE

BY CYOTE WILLIAMS

Last season was a rebuilding year for Panorama’s 

softball team. The Panthers finished with an 8-22 record 

overall and a 3-17 record in the West Central Activi-

ties Conference. The girls did win a postseason game 

against South Central Calhoun, 12-0, before falling in the 

second round of regionals against East Marshall. 

“I saw a big step forward in their overall confidence 

at the plate and in the field. Mentally, they took a huge 

step toward understanding the game and how to battle 

through adversities that come with playing varsity ball,” 

Head Coach Ismael Galvan said.

There were three seniors on last season’s team: 

Avery Bahrenfuss, Jaidyn Sellers and Lindy Nelson. 

Bahrenfuss saw limited action, only appearing in seven 

games. Nelson led the team in hits and RBIs and had 

the second-highest batting average on the team. Sell-

ers, now playing at the University of Iowa, led the team 

in batting average. She reached base on walks 28 times 

last season. Of her 20 hits, 10 were home runs. Pan-

orama will miss her blazing speed on the base paths. 

She had 28 steals on 28 attempts and scored 43 of the 

team’s 175 runs. 

“Andrea Knode stepped in and gave us some big in-

nings as a young pitcher, and I’m looking forward to her 

doing the same this year. Hannah Dishman and Emma 

Walker played big spots for us as well and expect them 

to do so this season.”

Seniors this year are Bridgette Ewing, Faith Recker 

and Arilyan Steenblock.

Steenblock had a dominant junior season for Pan-

orama. She was third on the team in hits, fifth in RBIs 

and has the highest returning batting average at .312. 

Steenblock is also one of the team’s best returning 

fielders and pitchers. She had the fourth-best fielding 

percentage at .948 with a team-high 71 putouts and 

started 20 games on the mound. She recorded seven 

wins and struck out 54 batters in 97 and one-third in-

nings pitched. She comes into this season o� an injury, 

but Galvan expects a big jump from her in her final sea-

son in Panorama blue. 

Ewing only featured in nine games last season. In 

her limited action, she scored three runs and had two 

RBIs. 

Faith Recker missed all of last season with an injury. 

Galvan says it is great to have her back. 

Panorama has three juniors, Ava Thompson, Elah 

Molloy and Peyton Walker. Thompson and Molloy are 

two players who Galvan also expects a jump from in 

2025.

Thompson started in 28 games for Panorama last 

season. At the plate, she had 11 hits and three RBIs. 

Thompson recorded a fielding percentage of .786 while 

at second base with 27 putouts and six assists. 

Molloy started 29 games for Panorama, recording 16 

hits. Her 16 RBIs were the second-most on the team last 

A solid class of talented juniors heads 

up a young squad ready to improve 

on last season’s development.

CALVERT LANGGAARD 

& CO. PLLC

Lisa Calvert CPA & Sarah Langgaard CPA

306 State Street - Guthrie Center    |    641-332-2115

Good Luck to All the Athletes this Season!

NEXT DAY GAME RECAPS AT:  RACCOONVALLEYRADIO.COM

Listen live online or using 

your mobile device.

HOME AND HOME AND 

AWAY VOICE OF AWAY VOICE OF 

THE CHARGERS THE CHARGERS 

& PANTHERS!& PANTHERS!
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year. Molloy recorded a .826 fielding percentage while 

playing the infield with 35 putouts and three assists. 

Walker featured in three games for Panorama in lim-

ited action. 

The sophomore class is the smallest with two play-

ers: Jadyn Lawrence and Bridgete White.

White started 19 games with 15 hits and nine RBIs. 

Her .273 batting average was the best among freshmen 

on last year’s team. White showed her value on defense 

with Panorama’s best fielding percentage, .977. In 43 

total chances, White only had one error, recording four 

putouts and 38 assists. 

Lawrence played in 17 games for the Panthers. She 

was solid on defense during her limited action, record-

ing a .909 fielding percentage with nine putouts, one 

assist and only one error. Lawrence spent 25 and two-

thirds innings on the mound with 13 strikeouts. 

Panorama’s squad is young, with freshmen making 

up the bulk of the team. This season, there are seven: 

Miyah Small, Leah Kastner, Leah Carstens, Andrea 

Knode, Miley Nolan, Hannah Dishman and Emma Walk-

er. Several of these players saw ample varsity time as 

eighth-graders.

Walker started all 30 games and was one of the 

team’s best hitters last season. She recorded the sec-

ond-most hits with 25, 13 RBIs and had a solid batting 

average of .294, third-best among returning players. 

Walker was also a weapon on the base path, stealing 

eight bases, the second-most on the team last year. She 

recorded a .825 fielding percentage with 57 putouts 

and 23 assists. 

Dishman played in 29 games for Panorama. She had 

some struggles at the plate with only four hits but re-

corded three RBIs, making those hits count. Dishman 

recorded a .783 fielding percentage with 30 putouts 

and six assists. 

Knode also played in 29 games in 2024. She was 

solid on o�ense for the Panthers, recording 18 hits and 

eight RBIs. Her .310 batting average was fourth best on 

the team last year. Knode was one of Panorama’s best 

fielders, recording a .958 fielding percentage with 23 

putouts and only one error. She pitched the second-

most amount of innings on the team, 30 and two-thirds, 

recording 19 strikeouts.

Kastner saw the field in 13 games for Panorama, 

starting seven.

Four eighth-graders round out the roster: Lexi Gal-

van, Ines Gimeno Perez, Libby Miller and Alyssa Stanley. 

Galvan says the team was able to get more work in 

during this preseason than last year, which should help 

them come out to a stronger start in 2025.

“We had a great showing in numbers that came to 

take advantage of being able to get some swings in be-

fore our contact days. That says a lot about the dedica-

tion these girls have shown to us and I know that hard 

work will pay o� this season,” Galvan said.

Panorama returns a majority of its o�ense and de-

fense this season. That bodes well for Galvan 

“With only losing three seniors and most of the 

squad back this season, we have been able to build on 

that foundation with our next pitch, next play culture. 

I think the girls have bought in and have done such a 

great job so far this season in stacking great practices 

and working hard. It’s a testament to them and how 

hard they work every practice, and Coach Thompson 

and I could not be prouder. I can honestly say that 

these girls have bought in, and I could not be more ex-

cited for the season,” Galvan said.  n

• 5/27/25 at ACGC 7: p.m.

• 5/29/25 vs. Pleasantville at 5:30 p.m.

• 5/29/25 at Pleasantville at 7 p.m.

• 5/30/25 at Manson-NW Webster at 7 p.m.

• 6/2/25 vs. Woodward-Granger at 5:30 p.m.

• 6/3/25 at Madrid at 7 p.m.

• 6/4/25 at IKM-Manning at 7:30 p.m.

• 6/5/25 vs. Earlham at 5:30 p.m.

• 6/5/25 vs. Earlham at 7 p.m. 

• 6/7/25 WCV Classic at 9 a.m.

• 6/9/25 at West Central Valley at 7 p.m.

• 6/10/25 vs. Ogden at 5:30 p.m.

• 6/12/25 at Van Meter at 5 p.m.

• 6/12/25 at Van Meter at 7 p.m.

• 6/16/25 vs. ACGC at 5:30 p.m.

• 6/17/25 at Woodward-Granger at 7 p.m.

• 6/19/25 vs. Des Moines Christian at 5:30 p.m.

• 6/19/25 vs. Des Moines Christian at 7 p.m.

• 6/21/25 Nodaway Valley Invitational Softball 

Tournament at 10 a.m.

• 6/23/25 vs. Madrid at 5:30 p.m.

• 6/24/25 vs. West Central Valley at 5:30 p.m.

• 6/25/25 vs. East Union at 5:30 p.m.

• 6/28/25 Earlham SB Tournament at 9 a.m.

• 6/30/25 at Ogden 7 p.m.

• 7/1/25 vs. Interstate 35 at 5:30 p.m.

• 7/1/25 vs. Interstate 35 at 7 p.m.

• 7/3/25 vs. Glidden-Ralston at 5:30 p.m.

2025 SOFTBALL SCHEDULE

Value Cards are available at change dispensing machine  

& accepted at both locations.

601 W. Main St. & 302 E. Main St., Panora

Let’s get you CLEANED UP & 

READY TO PLAY!

ALL SEASONS ALL SEASONS 

CAR WASHCAR WASH

BEST OF 
LUCK 
this 

season!

WWW.DAMONCRANDALL.COM 

515.729.8378  DAMON@EXITCOUNTRYREALTY.COM

GOOD LUCK TO ALL 

THE SUMMER ATHLETES!

CONTACT ME TODAY!

BUYING OR 

 SELLING?
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ACGC AND PANORAMA 
SPORTS COVERAGE
Delivered Tuesday 
and Friday at noon to 
your email for FREE!

Scan to sign up now!

Ozone Sauna
  Physical Therapy for injury 

rehabilitation, pre-post surgical, 

injury prevention.

  Recovery Sessions to recover from 

athletic performance

  Ozone Sauna aids in recovery and 

boosts performance  

pre-performance

  High Quality Nutritionals and 

Supplements to keep you healthy 

throughout the season

  Sport Specific Training for improve 

speed, strength, endurance

OF YOUR

BE ON TOPBE ON TOP GGAAME.ME.
641-332-2104 |www.synergywellness.info |109 N 1st St, Guthrie Center | jess@synergywellness.info

B E T T E R  H E A LT H  F O R 
T O M O R R O W  S TA R T S  T O D AY.

OFFERING THE BEST SERVICES 

AND NUTRITIONAL PRODUCTS FOR ATHLETES

Electrolytes, protein powders, amino acids, vitamins, nutritional support
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BEST OF LUCK
TO ALL 

OF OUR 

SUMMER 

SPORTS 

TEAMS!

GUTHRIE FAMILY GUTHRIE FAMILY 

MEDICINE CENTERMEDICINE CENTER

502 Main St., Guthrie Center  

641-332-2365

Steven R. Bascom, M.D.

David R. Ahrens, M.D.

SAFE & FUNSAFE & FUN  SEASON!SEASON!

Wishing all athletes a 

2025

We all have our favorite local people, 

places and things. And now it’s time 

to share your choices and honor those 

who deserve the recognition. 

POLL CLOSES JULY 1, 2025. 
See rules and vote at https://gctimesnews.com/best-of
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