
������������������������ ������������ ������������������
��

P
H

O
T

O
S

 B
Y

 B
E

T
T

Y
 C

O
O

P
E

R
 A

N
D

 M
A

R
K

 R
E

N
O



PAGE 2  |  GUTHRIE COUNTY WINTER SPORTS GUIDE 2025 A BIG GREEN UMBRELLA MEDIA PUBLICATION GCTIMESNEWS.COM

award. 
Shay Lemke was the team’s only senior 

during its historic campaign, and she was in-
tegral to the team’s success, racking up acco-
lades herself. She led the team in both assists 

and steals. Besides her, ACGC return the rest 
of its roster.

The senior class is Camdyn Richter, Becca 
Littler, Savannah Akers and Karli Kautzky. 
Each of them, besides Akers, started in ev-

ery game last season. Akers featured in 10 
games for ACGC. Baudler commended her for 
morphing and changing her skills to help the 
team in an expanded role this season. 

Richter was a big part of the team’s success 

ACGC GIRLS BASKETBALL ROSTER: Back row: Carrie Downing, Jerzee Huss, Trinity Calhoun, Nora Langaard, Stella Largent, Olivia Mahaffey, 
Meranda Gruber, Kailee Kautzky and Tessa Slaybaugh. Front row: Savannah Akers, Camdyn Richter, Becca Littler and Karli Kautzky.

ACGC GIRLS BASKETBALL RETURNS MANY FROM PROVEN SQUAD
Charger girls only lose one  
starter after an incredible 
2024/2025 season.

BY CYOTE WILLIAMS

The ACGC girls basketball team is fresh o� 
the heels of arguably its best season ever. 
The Charger girls went 22-2 during the season 
with a 14-1 record in the West Central Activi-
ties Conference, placing second in the con-
ference behind Des Moines Christian, which 
went undefeated in conference play. ACGC’s 
season ended in the Regional Championship 
game against the eventual No. 1 seed in the 
2A state tournament, Eddyville-Blakesburg-
Fremont. 

“We were really focused on a common 
goal, and we took it one game at a time. I 
think that was a big part of our success. Some 
teams always say, ‘Well, our goal is to get 
to state.’ We really never talked about that,” 
Head Coach Brad Baudler said. “We more 
talked about, ‘Our next opponent is so and 
so, and this is what we have to do. These are 
our 12 goals that we focused on every single 
game. And if we achieve six, seven, eight or 
nine of them, we’ll probably win the game.’ 
We stuck together as a group, very positive, 
focusing on being great people and team-
mates in and out of the court.”

That mindset led to success. Baudler 
earned the Iowa Girls Coaches Association 
Class 2A Southwest All-District Coach of the 
Year award and the WCAC’s Coach of the Year 
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ACGC 2025 GIRLS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
• 11/24/25 at IKM-Manning at 7:30 p.m.
• 12/2/25 vs. West Central Valley at 7 p.m. 
• 12/5/25 vs. Woodward-Granger at 6 

p.m. 
• 12/9/25 at Van Meter at 6:15 p.m.
• 12/12/25 vs. Ogden at 6:15 p.m.
• 12/15/25 at AHSTW at 6 p.m.
• 12/19/25 vs. Panorama at 6:15 p.m.
• 1/6/26 at Des Moines Christian at 6:15 p.m.
• 1/9/26 at Madrid at 6:30 p.m. 

• 1/13/26 at Woodward-Granger at 6 p.m. 
• 1/16/26 vs. Earlham at 6:15 p.m.
• 1/20/26 at Ogden at 6:15 p.m. 
• 1/23/26 at Panorama at 6:15 p.m. 
• 1/26/26 vs. Clarinda at 6 p.m.
• 1/30/26 at Interstate 35 at 6 p.m.
• 2/3/26 at West Central Valley at 6 p.m.
• 2/5/26 at Coon Rapids-Bayard at 6 p.m.
• 2/10/26 vs. Madrid at 6:30 p.m.

a season ago. As a junior, she was named a 
unanimous selection to the WCAC All-Confer-
ence First Team and was also named to the 
Southwest All-District team. She led the team 
in scoring with an even 15 points per game 
and in rebounds with 7.2. She also averaged 
three steals and one assist per game and just 
less than one block per game.

“A solid player that can play inside and 
out. We’re going to expect a lot out of her,” 
Baudler said.

Littler earned an honorable mention in the 
WCAC for her e�orts. She averaged 6.2 points, 
3.3 rebounds, 2.7 assists and 3.2 steals.

“She’s a solid three-point shooter, good 
communicator, good leader on the defensive 
end. I think she really stepped up last year 
and really helped anchor us on the backside,” 
Baudler said.

Another Charger, Karli Kautzky, earned hon-
orable mention in the WCAC as well. Kautzky 
averaged 5.1 points, three rebounds, 2.1 as-
sists and 2.5 steals. 

“She played part-time point guard for us 
last year but played the two a lot. She’s great 
on defense, a solid shooter and she put in a 
lot of time in during the o�season,” Baudler 

said.
Juniors this season are Meranda Gruber, 

Nora Langgaard, Stella Largent and Olivia Ma-
ha�ey.

Largent was a big in�uence during her 
sophomore season, being named to the WCAC 
All-Conference Second Team. She was the 
only sophomore in the conference to earn 
the honor. She started all 24 games and is 
the second-highest returning scorer from last 
season at 10.2 points per game. She was also 
second on the team in rebounds per game at 
6.5 and averaged 2.3 steals and 1.7 assists. 

“She does a lot of good things really, really 
well. She just brings a lot to the team. A glue 
player,” Baudler said.

Gruber featured in all 24 games for ACGC, 
averaging 3.1 points, 1.5 rebounds, 1.2 steals 
and one assist per game. Baudler said she 
has made great improvements this summer 
and could end up starting at point guard. 

Maha�ey also played in all 24 games last 
season. Langgaard was also o�ten used as a 
substitute, featuring in 20 games. Maha�ey 
is a solid post player for the team, and Lang-
gaard is more like a stretch forward, similar 
to Largent.

ACGC does not have any sophomores on 
the team but does have �ve freshmen: Trinity 
Calhoun, Jerzee Huss, Tessa Slaybaugh, Kailee 
Kautzky and Carrie Downing. 

“We’ve got a couple of freshmen that po-
tentially could play. We’ll see who kind of 
breaks out from that group as well,” Baudler 
said.

Baudler was surprised by the group’s suc-
cess last season, but he says that every team 
is a surprise in one or another.

“I didn’t know where that team would go. 
I think every group’s a surprise, and if they 
can all come together as one and focus on a 

common goal of, one game at a time and our 
individual goals, I think great things happen,” 
Baudler said.

This Charger group has a lot of returning 
experience from an already exceptional team. 
Baudler says the expectations will largely re-
main the same from a year before.

“I told them at our team meeting, we’re go-
ing to be very much the same as last year. Of 
course, we want to try to be at the top of the 
conference and try to win as many games as 
we possibly can, but are we playing our best 
basketball to the end of the season? That’s 
the goal,” Baudler said. n
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PANORAMA GIRLS BASKETBALL ROSTER: Back row: Olivia Beaudet, Corrie Knapp, Ruth Fett, Ashley Crees, Alyssa Stanley, Libby Miller and 
Anabel Pudenz. Middle row: Chaira Frei, Morgan Lutz, Lexi Galvan, Ines Gimeno-Perez, Nerea Gimeno-Perez, Avery Ambrose and Hannah Hellman. 
Front row: Addie Astley, Lydia Lleshi, Peyton Walker and Morgan Crees.

PANORAMA GIRLS BASKETBALL FEATURES PLENTY OF YOUNG TALENT HEADING INTO THE SEASON

scorer from a season ago. Crees was named to 
the WCAC All-Conference First Team and the 
Iowa Girls Coaches Association 2A Southwest 

All-District team for her performance as a ju-
nior. She averaged 15.1 points per game, 6.5 
rebounds, �ve steals and four assists. She led 

the team in each of these categories and will 
be a major factor to the team’s success this 
season.

BY CYOTE WILLIAMS

The Panorama girls basketball team �n-
ished just above .500 last season with a 12-
11 overall record and 7-8 in the West Central 
Activities Conference. It is far away from the 
Panthers 25-2 season and state runner-up 
performance from two seasons ago, but mus-
tering a positive record a�ter replacing the 
head coach and two of the best players in 
program history is impressive.

“Last year, we had all kinds of new faces, 
new people in new roles, so, we were not re-
ally sure what to expect coming into last year,” 
Head Coach Randy Miller said. “To win 12 
games with that team we thought was a pretty 
good season, because, you know, we weren’t 
expected to win hardly anything.”

Those who graduated from last season’s 
squad are Jolynne Roeder, Faith Recker, Kelsey 
Laabs and Arilyan Steenblock. Laabs and 
Recker started 23 and 22 games. Steenblock 
was a regular starter before getting injured 
nine games into the season, meaning the 
Panthers played the majority of the season 
without her. That’s two starters Panorama will 
have to replace.

The senior class wearing blue this season 
are Lydia Lleshi, Morgan Crees, Addie Astley 
and Peyton Walker. 

Morgan Crees returns as the team’s highest 

Panthers look to build o� of  
last season’s solid outing with  
a young squad.
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Lydia Lleshi played in 21 games last sea-
son, starting in three. She averaged 2.9 
points, 1.4 rebounds and 1.2 steals. 

“She’s a pretty good shooter, good de-
fender. We’re expecting some good things 
out of her,” Miller said.

Astley featured in 14 games last season, 
and Walker was not on the team. Expect 
them to see the �oor this season.

Juniors this year are Nerea Gimeno Perez, 
Chiara Frei and Morgan Lutz. 

Nerea Gimeno Perez began last season 
on the bench but quickly earned a starting 
role. She was second on the team in points 
per game at 7.4 while also averaging 2.5 re-
bounds, 2.4 steals and 1.7 assists. 

“She stepped into a starting role, and she 
played really well. She was our second ball 
handler. She shot really well some games,” 
Miller said.

Lutz and Frei did not play in any varsity 
games last season.

The sophomore class is comprised of Ash-
ley Crees, Corrie Knapp and Ruth Fett.

Fett was called upon to start a�ter the in-
jury to Steenblock. It was a tough challenge 
for the Freshman, but Coach Miller says she 

handled the pressure well. She played in all 
23 games, starting 14. She scored 4.7 points 
per game, grabbed 5.9 rebounds and aver-
aged just under a block a game. She had 17 
total blocks, second most on the team. 

“We’re really excited about her step-
ping up this year, too. She’s gained a lot of 
strength, a lot of con�dence, so we’re going 
to hopefully see some good things out of 
her,” Miller said.

Ashley Crees played in 20 games as a 
freshman. Her scoring was limited at just 1.4 
points, but she is expected to step into a 
bigger role this season. 

“She’s going to do some good things. 
We’re expecting her to get quite a few min-
utes a game,” Miller said.

The freshman class is, by far, the largest. 
In it is Ines Gimeno Perez, Lexi Galvan, Alys-
sa Stanley, Olivia Beaudet, Hannah Hellman, 
Anabel Pundez, Avery Ambrose and Libby 
Miller. Miller expects a few of them to make 
meaningful contributions this season.

“Ines Perez, Lexi Galvin and Libby Miller 
are three freshmen that we’re hoping will 
step in and play some good minutes for us. 
There’s some other freshmen that could 

see some time, too. But, it all just depends 
on how they how they adapt from middle 
school to high school, because it’s totally 
di�erent,” Miller said.

While the Panthers are losing solid pieces 
from a year before, the team returns its two 
highest scorers, the leading assister and the 
leading rebounder. These are all good signs 
for a young team looking to improve. The 
girls �nished just outside the top half of the 
conference in 2024/2025, only half a game 
behind ��th place. 

“We hope to �nish top half of the confer-

ence. We had 12 wins last year. We’re hoping 
we can get up to 15, maybe, and get a few 
more wins this year. But, also, we have to 
just get them to learn basketball. There’s a 
big push in the state this year for all these 
teams and these girls that don’t go out any-
more. Hopefully we can make it a fun expe-
rience so they want to continue to play and 
want to continue to go out,” Miller said. “Our 
No. 1 goal is to make it so that it’s an en-
joyable experience for them, that they can 
build memories, and we can have fun and 
still be successful.” n

PANORAMA 2025 GIRLS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
• 12/2/25 vs. Woodward-Granger at 6:15 p.m.
• 12/4/25 at IKM-Manning at 6 p.m. 
• 12/5/25 at Madrid at 6:30 p.m.
• 12/9/25 vs. Earlham at 6:15 p.m.
• 12/12/25 at West Central Valley at 6 p.m. 
• 12/16/25 vs. Interstate 35 at 6:15 p.m.
• 12/19/25 at ACGC at 6:15 p.m.  
• 1/5/26 at Pleasantville at 6:15 p.m.
• 1/8/26 at Creston at 6 p.m. 
• 1/9/26 vs. Ogden at 6:15 p.m.  
• 1/12/26 at Coon Rapids-Bayard at 6 p.m. 

• 1/15/26 at Nodaway Valley at 6 p.m. 
• 1/16/26 vs. Van Meter at 6:15 p.m. 
• 1/19/26 at Ankeny Christian at 6 p.m. 
• 1/20/26 vs. West Central Valley at 6:15 p.m.
• 1/23/26 vs. ACGC at 6:15 p.m. 
• 1/26/26 at Exira-EHK at 6 p.m.
• 1/27/26 vs. Madrid at 6:15 p.m.
• 2/3/26 at Woodward-Granger at 6 p.m.
• 2/6/26 vs. Des Moines Christian at 6:15 p.m.
• 2/10/26 at Ogden at 6:15 p.m. 

Phone: (641) 755-IOWA (4692)
Fax: (641) 755-4361

www.iowatrenchless.com

Iowa Trenchless is a full-service boring and tunneling company 
located in the heart of Iowa; servicing customers nationwide. 
Our people are the key to our constant success and the right 
people to tackle your toughest trenchless installations.
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ACGC BOYS BASKETBALL ROSTER: Back row: Aaron Langgaard, Rece Hayes, Cal Clarke, Hudson Gilland, Jonny Kading, Reece Emgarten, Andrew Baumert, Will Skram and Caleb Dominguez. Front 
row: Parker King, Colt Douglas, Ryan Martens, Blaize Dorsey, Joe Crawford, Thomas Skram, Preston Kent and Easton Gettler.

CHARGER BOYS BASKETBALL COMING OFF OF HISTORIC SEASON

BY CYOTE WILLIAMS

Last season, the ACGC boys basketball 
team �nished 22-3 with a 13-2 conference 
record, �nishing second in the West Cen-
tral Activities Conference behind an unde-
feated Madrid squad (which was responsible 
for two of the Chargers’ three losses that 

season). ACGC’s season ended in the Class 
1A-8 Final with a chance at state on the line 
against Remsen St. Mary’s. 

“We said from the start the goal was to 
try to make it to the state tournament and 
came up short, so that was a disappoint-
ment. But, that doesn’t change how much I 

think everybody enjoyed the season, and a 
really tight-knit group of guys had a lot of 
fun,” Head Coach Lance Kading said. 

The group was senior-heavy with �ve 
players graduating, four of whom started 
nearly every game. With that talented group 
departing, so goes the Chargers’ leaders 
in scoring, assists, rebounding, blocks and 
steals. The star-studded class consisting 
of Jathan South, Payton Policky, Noah Kad-

ing, Mason Wahl and Ben Franzeen will be 
missed. Their departure, however, opens up 
doors for others to step up.

Kading says he plans to lean on his lone 
returning starter, and now senior, Joe Craw-
ford. Tommy Skram is his other senior, who 
he says would have started had it not been 
for the seniors in front of him. Blaize Dorsey 
spent the majority of his time on JV last sea-
son.

ACGC needs to replace much of its firepower from a season ago.
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Chris Arganbright, Owner

Cindy Carstens, agent

Hope Crawford, agent

WISHING A 
SAFE & SUCCESSFUL SEASON 

TO OUR LOCAL ATHLETES
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ACGC 2025 BOYS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
• 12/2/25 vs. West Central Valley at 8 p.m. 
• 12/5/25 vs. Woodward-Granger at 7:30 p.m.
• 12/9/25 at Van Meter at 7:30 p.m.
• 12/12/25 vs. Ogden at 7:30 p.m.
• 12/15/25 at AHSTW at 7:30 p.m. 
• 12/19/25 vs. Panorama at 7:45 p.m. 
• 1/6/26 at Des Moines Christian at 7:30 p.m.
• 1/9/26 at Madrid at 7:30 p.m. 
• 1/13/26 at Woodward-Granger at 

7:30 p.m. 

• 1/16/26 vs. Earlham at 7:30 p.m. 
• 1/20/26 at Ogden at 7:30 p.m.
• 1/23/26 at Panorama at 7:45 p.m. 
• 1/26/26 vs. Clarinda at 7:30 p.m.
• 2/3/26 at West Central Valley at 

7:30 p.m. 
• 2/5/26 at Coon Rapids-Bayard at 7:15 p.m.
• 2/6/26 vs. Pleasantville at 7:30 p.m. 
• 2/10/26 vs. Madrid at 7:30 p.m. 
• 2/12/26 at Underwood at 7:30 p.m.

Crawford will be the team’s leading re-
turning scorer, averaging 11.9 points per 
game a year ago. Crawford also averaged 
2.1 assists, 1.5 steals and 1.7 rebounds per 
game. 

“We’ve had a couple of open gyms here 
recently, and he’s looked really good, so ex-
pect him to take a big leap in production 
and lead the charge,” Kading said.

Skram was the team’s sixth man last sea-
son. Coming o� the bench, Skram averaged 
4.9 points per game, 1.7 rebounds, 1.4 as-
sists and nearly one steal a game. Expect to 
see him start and have a bigger impact this 
season. 

“He made a lot of big shots in di�erent 
games throughout the season that really 
helped us pull out some games that maybe 
we might not have won otherwise,” Kading 
said.

The junior class has Johnny Kading and 
Preston Kent.

Johnny Kading is still recovering from a 
torn ACL. Coach Kading hopes to have him 
back sometime around Christmas break. 

Kent also spent the majority of his time 
on the JV squad. Kading noted his improve-

ment over the summer and how he also 
looked sharp during open gyms in the o�-
season.

Ryan Martens was the lone freshman on 
last season’s older group. He earned a var-
sity spot toward the end of last season, but 
did not see much of the �oor. Kading also 
made mention of Hudson Gilman. 

Kading says the incoming freshman are 
a good group of basketball players, but he 
recognizes that this season won’t be similar 
to last. 

“It’s going to be a lot of young guys get-
ting a little bit of baptism by �re and hoping 
that the few upperclassmen can kind of lead 
them through that. Hopefully, we come out 
of the gate strong and �nd chemistry. With 
a young, somewhat inexperienced team, we 
might have a few bumps along the way, but 
I think there’s enough talent in that group 
where, worst-case scenario, by the end of 
the season, I think we could really get things 
going and make some noise,” Kading said.

Also missing from last year? Size. That is 
going to cause Kading to tweak his strategy 
from a year ago to complement this new 
squad. But, he says, that’s not necessarily a 

bad thing.
“We might be a little bit more limited in 

what we can do defensively this year. I don’t 
think in a bad way. There are schemes we 
can use with a smaller group that can be 
advantageous for us. The big thing is we’re 
really going to have to rebound as an under-
sized team. We have got to make up for the 
lack of stature with e�ort and heart,” Kad-
ing said.

As far as expectations, Kading is still un-
sure. With a team full of new faces, lacking 
experience, anything could happen. Craw-
ford is an elite athlete who can score in 

bunches, and Skram has the ability to lead. 
Whether that all comes together, time will 
tell. Kading believes there is more parity in 
the WCAC this season, which could play to 
his team’s advantage. 

“I think we’ve got some really nice pieces. 
We could de�nitely have some high expec-
tations this year, but we’re just going to 
have to see how everybody kind of gels to-
gether,” Kading said. “I don’t think there’s 
any reason we couldn’t be toward the top 
of the conference again and trying to com-
pete for a conference championship,” Kad-
ing said. n
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BY CYOTE WILLIAMS

Last season was a down year for the 
Panorama boys basketball team, �nishing 
3-19 with a 1-14 record in the West Central 
Activities Conference. It was Josh Beards-
ley’s �rst season in charge, and the team 
was coming o� a 13-9 season the year be-

fore his arrival. That Panther team had a 
fair amount of seniors, something his team 
did not have the bene�t of. 

“It was a growing opportunity. It was my 
�rst year here, getting to know my system, 
me getting to know the kids. I’m excited 
to be able to grow with the students and 

hopefully have a better season this year 
and keep moving in the right direction this 
summer. Hopefully, we can build on that 
throughout the season,” Beardsley said.

He had a young squad in his inaugu-
ral year. Two sophomores and two juniors 
made up four of his �ve highest points 
per game scorers. The team graduated Eli 
Hammerstrom, AJ Draper, Reilan Boecker 
and Noah Poldberg. Hammerstrom was 

the only senior who played more than 20 
games. 

Three seniors are on the team this sea-
son: Latyn Ashworth, Bryce Dawes and 
Brayden Galvan. Dawes is new to the team 
this season.

Galvan was the team’s most produc-
tive junior last season. He averaged seven 
points per game, 2.6 assists and 2.4 re-
bounds. 

PANORAMA BOYS BASKETBALL HOPES TO BUILD THROUGHOUT THE SEASON

PANORAMA BOYS BASKETBALL ROSTER: Back row: Tanner Thompson, Mason Cates, Ty Ratcliff, Weston Boecker, Braden Bahrenfuss, Cruz Stanley, Hunter Kline, Brody Steenblock, Wilson Clark, 
Devonne Bell and Hunter Hines. Front row: Ike Greenlee, Cruz Crandall, Reed Draper, Brayden Galvan, Bryce Dawes, Latyn Ashworth, David Kinsey, Jaxson Stauffer and Brayden Prescott.

Panthers look to improve during second season under Head Coach Josh Beardsley.
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Ashworth had a similar season to Gal-
van. He averaged 6.3 points per game, 0.9 
rebounds and 0.9 steals. 

The junior class returns two of Beards-
ley’s best players in Cruz Crandall and Jax-
son Stau�er. Also on the team are Brayden 
Prescott, Reed Draper and Ike Greenlee.

Crandall will be the team’s returning 
leading scorer at 8.6 points per game. 
Crandall also led the team in assists last 
season at 2.7 while also averaging 3.5 re-
bounds and just less than one steal a 
game. Beardsley is excited to see him step 
into an expanded role this season.

Stau�er was close behind Crandall in 
points per game at 8.5. He also averaged 
3.1 rebounds and just under one assist per 
game. He, too, will be a bigger part of the 
team’s plans this season. 

Draper averaged 5.4 points per game 
and returns as the team’s leading rebound-
er at an even �ve and is the returning lead-
er in steals at 1.4, adding 1.2 assists per 
game.

In his limited action, Prescott averaged 
1.6 points and 1.8 rebounds.

“I’m just excited about that opportunity 

for everyone to be successful this year,” 
Beardsley said.

The sophomore class has four players: 
Braden Bahrenfuss, Brody Steenblock, Wil-
son Clark and Cruz Stanley. All of them, 
besides Clark, had a little bit of action as a 
freshman; they will likely step into bigger 
roles this season.

Ty Ratcli� is the lone freshman on the 
team this season.

While these numbers do not jump o� 
the page, the team’s points, rebounds, as-
sists and steals are spread mostly evenly 
throughout the team, and, with most of 
his team returning, it o�ers good news for 
the Panthers. The young squad from a year 
ago returns with solid experience under its 
belt and will have another year of learning 
his system in their brains. 

“Hopefully, we take some strides de-
fensively. We give ourselves a chance in 
ball games; that’s the biggest thing. O�en-
sively, we showed some signs this summer. 
Continuing to share the ball and play as a 
team is a big thing,” Beardsley said.

Beardsley and his sta� are largely fo-
cused on helping grow his players as indi-

for his Panther squad. Above all else, he is 
ready to have his players with him every 
day.

“I’m super excited to be around the kids 
on a daily basis. I’ve been able to do that 
for the last three months. I know they’re 
all excited, too, and just excited to have 
the community come out to support us and 
have parents cheering on their kids and 
continue to grow this team in a positive di-
rection and continue to �nd ways to help 
the kids be successful, both on the court 
and o� the court,” Beardsley said. n

PANORAMA 2025 BOYS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
• 12/2/25 vs. Woodward-Granger at 7:45 p.m.
• 12/4/25 at IKM-Manning at 7:15 p.m.
• 12/5/25 at Madrid at 7:30 p.m.
• 12/9/25 vs. Earlham at 7:45 p.m.
• 12/12/25 at West Central Valley at 7:30 p.m.
• 12/16/25 vs. Interstate 35 at 7:45 p.m.
• 12/19/25 at ACGC at 7:45 p.m. 
• 1/5/26 at Pleasantville at 7:45 p.m.
• 1/9/26 vs. Ogden at 7:30 p.m. 
• 1/12/26 at Coon Rapids-Bayard at 7:15 p.m.
• 1/15/26 at Nodaway Valley at 7:30 p.m.

• 1/16/26 vs. Van Meter at 7:45 p.m.
• 1/19/26 at Ankeny Christian at 7:30 p.m. 
• 1/20/26 vs. West Central Valley at 7:45 p.m.
• 1/23/26 vs. ACGC at 7:45 p.m.  
• 1/26/26 at Exira-EHK at 7:45 p.m. 
• 1/27/26 vs. Madrid at 7:45 p.m.
• 1/30/26 at Woodward Academy at 7:30 p.m.
• 2/3/26 at Woodward-Granger at 7:30 p.m.
• 2/6/26 vs. Des Moines Christian at 7:45 p.m.
• 2/10/26 at Ogden at 7:30 p.m.

viduals. He is also planning to use Panora-
ma’s biggest strength to his bene�t.

“We’re focusing on playing fast. I want to 
play really fast. We don’t have the 6-foot-
5, the big kids, that other teams do. But, I 
think one advantage that we’ve always had 
here at Panorama is we have quick kids, 
and we’re going to try and take advantage 
of that,” Beardsley said.

Despite a rough beginning to his coach-
ing tenure at Panorama, Beardsley is not at 
all discouraged heading into this season. 
He has a lot of optimism and high hopes 
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ACGC BOYS WRESTLING ROSTER: Back row: Daniel Woods, Morgun Nolte, Ryder Cline, Blake Ganzer, Lane Stringer, Brandon Carlson, Gavin 
Steensen, Gavin Pederson, Isaac Dominguez, Ty Ganzer and Lane Rumelhart. Front row: Alli Weirs, Chase Slaybaugh, Carter Richter, Jack Sheeder, 
Charlie Christensen, Angel Martinez and Calleigh Wolfe.

ACGC BOYS WRESTLING AIMS TO IMPROVE ON BACK-TO-BACK SOLID SEASONS 

Richter, Sheeder and Finn Billheimer. Chris-
tensen, who missed last year with a torn ACL, 
Stringham and Billheimer did not compete on 
varsity last season.

Last season, Slaybaugh (138) �nished with a 
27-22 record. At the West Central Activities Con-
ference meet, he placed fourth. At the 1A Dis-
trict 9 meet, he placed fourth again, narrowly 
missing out on state.

Martinez (190) �nished with a 30-23 record 
and is one of ACGC’s returning state quali�ers. 

Martinez won at the WCAC meet at 165, a weight 
Rumelhart expects him around again this sea-
son. At the district meet, Martinez placed sec-
ond, earning his spot at state, where he lost in 
the �rst round.

“He has high hopes to be back there and in 
the hunt for a medal,” Rumelhart said.

Richter (285) is another one of the returning 
state quali�ers. He �nished the season with a 
33-15 record, placing second at the WCAC meet 
and second at the district meet. Richter lost his 

�rst-round match at state.
 Sheeder (285), also a returning state quali-

�er, ended last season with a 20-14 record. He 
placed fourth at the WCAC meet but bounced 
back to win districts to qualify for state. Sheed-
er lost his �rst-round match at state. 

“Richter and Sheeder are probably �lling 
out our 215 and heavyweight. Both those guys, 
again, if they’re not putting their sights on a 
top-eight �nish or better, toward the top of the 
podium this year, I’d be upset as a coach,” Ru-

BY CYOTE WILLIAMS

The ACGC boys wrestling team had another 
successful season under Head Coach Lane Ru-
melhart. The boys tied a school record for the 
second year in a row with six wrestlers qualify-
ing for the state wrestling tournament. 

“We’re trying to set a new standard. That’s 
the goal every year, that needs to be the new 
minimum. We need to be getting six, seven, 
eight, nine guys down there,” Rumelhart said.

That’s a lo�ty goal, but if the past two sea-
sons are any indication, that means the Char-
gers are on their way to meeting the standard 
Rumelhart is setting. What also helps him this 
season is that four of his six state quali�ers 
from last season are returning. 

“Rolling into this year we’ve got four of those 
six returning and a couple others that were re-
ally, really close. We’ve got our eyes de�nitely 
set on some bigger goals. I can tell you that 
we’re going into the season with a quality line-
up,” Rumelhart said.

Those returning from appearing at state are: 
Ryder Cline (144), Angel Martinez (165), Carter 
Richter (190) and Jack Sheeder (285).

Rumelhart will have fewer wrestlers at his 
disposal for 2025/2026, but he says he is excit-
ed and ready to work with this squad.

The senior class this season is his larg-
est group. It is comprised of Chase Slaybaugh, 
Charlie Christensen, Collin Stringham, Martinez, 

ACGC tied its school record for state 
qualifiers two years in a row.
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ACGC 2025 BOYS WRESTLING SCHEDULE
• 12/4/25 East Union Quadrangular at 5:30 p.m.
• 12/6/25 Dennis Field Wrestling Tournament at 

Woodward-Granger at 10 a.m.
• 12/11/25 ACGC Quadrangular at 

5:30 p.m. 
• 12/13/25 Riverside Boys Wrestling 

Tournament at 10 a.m.  
• 12/16/25 ACGC Quadrangular at 

5:30 p.m. 
• 12/18/25 Panorama Quadrangular at 5:30 p.m.
• 12/20/25 at Carroll Invitational at 10 a.m.
• 1/3/26 Lions’ Den Duals at Lisbon Community 

High School at 9 a.m. 
• 1/10/26 Tri-Center Invitational at 10 a.m. 
• 1/15/26 Woodbine Quadrangular at 5:30 p.m.
• 1/17/26 WCAC Boys Wrestling Tournament at 

Panorama at 9 a.m.  
• 1/20/26 Madrid Coed Wrestling Dual at 

5 p.m. 
• 1/23-24/26 John J. Harris Tournament at 

Southwest Valley High School at 4 p.m.
• 1/27/26 vs. Perry at 6 p.m.  
• 1/31/26 Charger Invitational at ACGC at 

9:30 a.m.

melhart said.
Four juniors will compete this season: Ty 

Ganzer, Ryder Cline, Morgun Nolte and Brandon 
Carlson.

Ganzer (150) �nished the season with a solid 
record of 23-11. In the WCAC, Ganzer placed sec-
ond while wrestling at 132. At the district meet, 
he placed fourth. He is another one of the 
wrestlers who nearly quali�ed last season.

Cline (165) is the last returning state quali-
�er and also quali�ed for state as a freshman. 
During his sophomore season, he �nished 

with a 39-6 record, the best overall record by 
any Charger that year. Cline placed third at the 
WCAC meet, but won districts to qualify for 
state. Cline won his �rst round match but lost in 
the second round. He would go on to win in the 
consolation round two but lost in round three. 

Nolte (175) �nished his sophomore year cam-
paign with a 17-18 record. His fellow junior, Carl-
son (190) ended with a 10-16 record.

The sophomore class is Gavin Pederson, Lane 
Stringer, Blake Ganzer, Devon Doherty and Ca-
den Larsen. 

Stringer (165) was the only one of that group 
to set a record as a freshman, �nishing an im-
pressive 35-18 wrestling at 144. He earned 
a fourth-place �nish at the WCAC meet and 
fourth at the district meet, also narrowly miss-
ing out on qualifying for state as a freshman.

Gavin Steensen is the lone freshman on the 
squad, and Rumelhart has high praise for him.

“He’s a really experienced wrestler. He’s go-
ing to do a nice job of �lling out a lower weight 
class for us, probably in the 113-pound weight 
class. Wrestled a long time. I’ve known him for 
a long time, good kid, and excited to have him 
for the next four years,” Rumelhart said.

According to the IAHSAA, eight teams qualify 
for the state dual team tournament from each 
class, 1A, 2A and 3A, meaning ACGC will need to 
be ranked inside the top-twenty-four in 1A to 
qualify for regionals in hopes of qualifying for 
the state dual meet. The Chargers are currently 
ranked 19th in the preseason rankings accord-
ing to the Iowa Wrestling Coaches and O�cials 
Association.

“Now that the rules have changed, it matters. 
You have to be ranked in the top 24 to go to 
regionals. The boys de�nitely want to be a re-
gional dual team. We’re doing things a little bit 

di�erently this year to try and get ahead on our 
weight certi�cations,” Rumelhart said.

The football team, which has a few wrestlers 
on it, is having a successful season, both hurt-
ing and helping the wrestling squad. On the 
positive side, a lot of his players come into the 
season in shape. On the negative side, he has 
less time with his team before the season be-
gins, and the athletes are sometimes carrying 
lingering injuries, which has hurt them in early-
season duals.

“I want them to have that success (in foot-
ball), but we’ve really struggled winning duals 
because of that the last few years. So, we’re go-
ing to try and get ahead of that this year. We 
already certi�ed our weights. That’s going to 
allow the boys to wrestle weight classes that 
they desire out of the gate this year,” Rumel-
hart said.

His goal is to be an e�ective dual team im-
mediately, and he wants to continue the up-
ward trend of sending more and more wrestlers 
to the state meet, too.

“We’re making some changes to try and 
avoid those setbacks. We can be a postseason 
dual team and a postseason individual tourna-
ment team like we’ve been,” Rumelhart said. n

BEST OF LUCK TO ALL OF OUR 
WINTER SPORTS TEAMS!������������������� �����������
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PANORAMA BOYS WRESTLING ROSTER: Back row: Quinlan McKee, Kyle Lestina, Sam Scanlon, Hayden Byerly, Eli Cooper, Caleb Prescott, Sam 
Hanson, Blake Buckner and Collin Lestina. Front row: Dylan Donovan, Blake Holman, Cristian Monrroy-Nunez, Zach Hayden, Blake Schwartz, Syler 
Shaffer, Austin Wagner, Nathanial Spencer, Landon Byerly and Connor Knapp.

PANORAMA BOYS WRESTLING LED BY NEW COACH AFTER RECORD-TYING SEASON

enced senior class.
“We got a pretty good core group of guys, 

and I’m really excited to see them this sea-
son,” Prussing said.

Those seniors are Schwartz, Landon Byerly, 
Dylan Donovan, Blake Holman, Cristian Monr-
roy-Nunez, Syler Sha�er, Nate Spencer and 
Austin Wagner. Monrroy-Nunez did not com-
pete last season.

As mentioned, Schwartz is the team’s re-
turning state quali�er. As a junior, he �nished 
the season with a 33-12 record while wrestling 
at 165. Schwartz placed second at the West 
Central Activities Conference meet and sec-
ond at the 1A District 4 meet. He lost his �rst-
round battle at the state championship to end 
his season.

“I’m very excited for Blake, and it’s going to 

be a fun season for him,” Prussing said.
Sha�er earned an 8-16 record while wres-

tling at 132 last season. He did not place at the 
WCAC meet. He won his �rst round matchup at 
districts but lost in the quarter�nals. 

Spencer went 9-20 wrestling at 138 last sea-
son. He wrestled at the WCAC meet, losing in 
the �rst round. At the district meet, he lost in 
the quarter�nals but earned a win in the con-

BY CYOTE WILLIAMS

The Panorama wrestling team will be led by 
a new face this season in Tyler Prussing. Last 
year, Prussing was coaching at Thomas Je�er-
son High School, as well as the Powerhouse 
Wrestling Club, both in Council Blu�s. 

He said he is well aware of the reputation 
that precedes his time here when it comes 
to Panorama wrestling. Just last season, the 
Panthers tied a school record with �ve state 
quali�ers.

“Those are some big shoes to �ll, and that’s 
been going through my mind since I got the 
job,” Prussing said. “To me, that just means 
challenging me and my assistant coaches, 
Cooper Anderson and John Sha�er, that we 
have to continue this standard that’s been set 
and push the envelope forward, to create our 
own standard. There have been a lot of great 
coaches in Panorama’s history. It’s going to be 
a task to forge our own identity.”

The �ve wrestlers who quali�ed last season 
were Landon Kirtley (138), Will Knapp (150), 
Gabe Wagner (157), Blake Schwartz (165) and 
Joel Cooper (285). Kirtley, Knapp, Wagner and 
Cooper were all seniors, making Schwartz the 
only returning state quali�er. It will be tough 
for Prussing to replicate last season’s success 
with losing most of that team’s best wrestlers, 
but he enters the season with a large, experi-

The Panthers tied a school  
record with five state qualifiers  
a year ago.
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solation bracket before falling in the consola-
tion semi-�nals. 

Wagner compiled a solid 14-9 record wres-
tling at 144 as a junior. He did not compete 
at the conference meet but did at the district 
meet. He lost in the quarter�nals and then 
won his �rst round matchup in the consola-
tion bracket before losing in the consolation 
semi-�nals. 

Byerly recorded a 1-6 record during the sea-
son, largely wrestling behind Schwartz at 165. 

Donovan, wrestling at 150 last season, 
earned a 3-3 record.

Holman �nished the season 5-14 while 
wrestling at 120. 

Four juniors will be on the team this sea-
son: Hayden Byerly, Eli Cooper, Zach Hayden 
and Kyle Lestina.

Byerly won his lone varsity matchup as a 
sophomore, posting a 1-0 record at 150. Wres-
tling at 144, Cooper �nished the season with a 
4-3 record. Hayden, wrestling at 138, �nished 
with a 1-9 record. Lesina, wrestling at 138, �n-
ished with an 0-2 record. 

 Four sophomores will wrestle this season: 
Blake Buckner, Sam Hansen, Sam Scanlan and 
Cobyn Snyder. Scanlan is new to the team this 
season.

Hansen saw the most action of last year’s 
freshman class. Wrestling at 113, he recorded a 
15-22 record. Hansen earned ��th place at the 
WCAC meet and placed fourth at the district 
meet, wrestling at 106, narrowly missing out 
on qualifying for state.

Snyder, wrestling at 132, �nished with a 5-19 
record. He did not compete at the WCAC meet 
but did at districts, where he lost in the quar-
ter�nals. 

Bucker netted a .500 record as a freshman, 
wrestling at 106. He went 6-6. 

Three freshmen are listed on the roster: 
Quin McKee, Alberto Munizcarlos and Paxton 

Steiner.
Prussing says he plans on helping his team 

master the fundamentals. 
“(We are) setting a good foundation of fun-

damental skills. That way, they’ll always have 
those, and we can always branch o� of those. 
They go hand in hand to every level of wres-
tling,” Prussing said. “Wyatt Hendrickson won 
a national title with a high crotch double leg. 
So, teaching and mastering those foundation-
al skills is a big part of it.”

Having those fundamental skills will allow 
them to build a foundation on rock, not on 
sand, Prussing says. He added that they have 
had solid participation during the summer 
with wrestlers coming into open mats. 

Prussing is already familiar with the WCAC 
and the strength of the conference during 
some time he spent with Woodward-Granger. 

“There are some very tough teams with 
some great coaches. I’m very intrigued to 
see how well we do. This conference is just 
stacked, and it’s going to be a tall task for us 
to compete, but I think we have enough of a 
good mindset, and we have enough experi-
ence to come in and compete,” Prussing said.

Panorama has the added bene�t of host-
ing �ve meets this season, including the WCAC 
meet, giving the Panorama faithful plenty of 
chances to root for the Panthers.

“I would love to see our community come 
out and support these guys, because they’re 
going to be working really hard, and they’re 
going to deserve the support from the com-
munity, Prussing said. “Panorama, as far 
as I’ve known, it’s always been a wrestling 
school, and as history has shown, it’s a tough 
program. I would love to see that continue as 
we move forward. We’re looking to keep the 
standard of success at Panorama. We lost a lot 
of good wrestlers, but we have a good plan in 
place to �ll those gaps.” n

PANORAMA 2025 BOYS WRESTLING SCHEDULE
• 12/2/25 Panorama Triangular at 5:30 p.m. 
• 12/4/25 Panorama Quadrangular MNW at 6 p.m.
• 12/6/25 Harlan Wrestling Tournament at 10 a.m.
• 12/9/25 West Central Valley Quadrangular at 

5:30 p.m.
• 12/12/25 Dan Christensen Wrestling Invitational 

at Central Decatur High School at 1 p.m.
• 12/18/25 Panorama Quadrangular at 5:30 p.m.
• 12/20/25 Trojan Duals at Pleasantville High 

School at 9 a.m. 
• 1/10/26 PCM Wrestling Invite at 9 a.m.

• 1/15/26 East Union Quadrangular at 5:30 p.m.
• 1/17/26 WCAC Boys Wrestling Tournament at 

Panorama at 9 a.m.
• 1/20/26 Colfax-Mingo Quad at 5:30 p.m.
• 1/23-24/26 John J. Harris Tournament at 

Southwest Valley High School at 4 p.m.
• 1/29/26 Lynnville-Sully Wrestling Quad at 

5:30 p.m.
• 1/31/26 Charger Invitational at ACGC at 

9:30 a.m.
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consolation round �ve. She is 1-2 to start this 
season. 

Petersen (120) nearly �nished with an 
above .500 record, ending the season at 14-
15. She performed well at the conference 
meet, �nishing third at 115. At the district 
meet, Petersen lost in the quarter�nals. She 
would advance to the consolation semi-�nals 
before losing in a close decision. Petersen is 
2-1 to begin the year. 

Hernandez (155) went 3-18 as a sophomore. 
She would go on to have a successful outing 
at the conference meet, placing third at 140. 
Hernandez lost in the second round at the 
district meet and did not advance in the con-
solation bracket. She is 2-1 so far this season. 

Brown (120) �nished last season with an 
8-18 record. 

The sophomore class has two athletes in 
Miley Nolan and Emma Walker. 

Walker (190) was one of Panorama’s two 
state quali�ers from last season. She �nished 

the season with the Panthers’ best individ-
ual record at 32-10. Walker won her weight 
class in the conference meet last season and 
placed second at districts in order to qualify 
for state. Walker did not pick up a win at the 
state meet. She is 0-1 to start the season. 

As a freshman, Nolan (125) went 10-24. She 
would go on to place ��th at the conference 
meet at 125. She did not place at districts but 
did pick up a win in the consolation bracket. 

She is 2-0 to begin this season. 
Freshmen this season are Abbey Waltz 

(130), 2-0 so far, Addison Wagner (135), Alyssa 
Hall (155) and Ava Johnson (235), 1-2 so far.

With Panorama returning both of its state 
quali�ers last season and adding some new 
wresters who are already performing well, 
the Panthers could be looking at another trip 
to the state championships this season un-
der Head Coach Dan Wagner. n

PANORAMA GIRLS WRESTLING ROSTER: Back row: Ava Johnson, Alyssa Hall, Natalie Waltz, Gracie Recker, Miley Nolan and Addison Wagner. 
Front row: Emma Walker, Dafne Hernandez, Ella Carico, Laicey Lutz and Cadence Peterson.

PANORAMA GIRLS WRESTLING RETURNS BOTH STATE QUALIFIERS FROM LAST SEASON

BY CYOTE WILLIAMS

The Panorama girls wrestling team experi-
enced some success in 2024/2025. Girls wres-
tling only became an o�cial sport in Iowa in 
2022 and has grown in popularity since. That 
story has been the same for Panorama. In 
the program’s second year of existence, the 
team sent two girls to the state champion-
ship meet: Emma Walker and Gracie Recker. 
Both return to wear the Panorama blue again 
this season.

Those who graduated from last season’s 
squad are Hali Klingenberg and Jeslyn Ortega. 
Klingenberg �nished the season 19-15 and 
Ortega 10-15, making both of them regulars 
for the team. 

The Panthers have one senior for the 
2025/2026 season: Ella Carico.

Carico (120) went 15-19 in her junior sea-
son. She did not compete at the West Cen-
tral Activities Conference meet but did place 
fourth at the district meet, wrestling at 105, 
nearly qualifying for the state meet. She is 
1-2 to start the season so far.

The junior class is the largest for Pan-
orama. It consists of Gracie Recker, Natalie 
Waltz, Emma Brown, Cadence Petersen, Laicey 
Richey and Dafne Hernandez. Richey is new 
to the team this season.

As mentioned, Recker (155) was one of the 
Panthers’ best wrestlers a season ago, quali-
fying for the state meet. She �nished the 
year with a 29-15 record. She placed second 
at both the WCAC meet and the 1A District 5 
meet. Recker lost her �rst-round matchup 
but picked up a win in the consolation brack-
et. She is already o� to a 3-0 start this sea-
son. 

Waltz (110) recorded a 16-21 record as a 
sophomore. She performed well at the con-
ference meet, placing second. Waltz did not 
place at the district meet but did win in the 
second round before dropping her match in 
the quarter�nals. She won another match 
in the consolation bracket before falling in 

PANORAMA 2025 GIRLS WRESTLING SCHEDULE
• 12/1/25 Girls Wrestling Tournament at 

Manson Northwest Webster High School at 
5 p.m.

• 12/5/25 Woodward-Granger Invitational at 
5 p.m.

• 12/9/25 Gilbert Girls Wrestling Triangular at 
5 p.m.

• 12/12/25 Saydel Girls Invitational at 10 a.m. 
 

• 1/6/26 Panorama Girls Wrestling Invite at 5 
p.m.

• 1/17/26 WCAC Girls Wrestling Tournament at 
Panorama High School at 9 a.m.

• 1/20/26 Madrid Coed Wrestling Dual at 5 p.m.
• 1/24/26 Interstate 35 Rich Gray Girls 

Wrestling Tournament at 10 a.m.

The program heads into its  
third season with high hopes  
and a solid start.
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Let’s get you CLEANED UP & 

READY TO PLAY!

ALL SEASONS ALL SEASONS 
CAR WASHCAR WASH

BEST OF 
LUCK  
to all 

athletes 
this 

season!
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